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Beasts of the Southern Wild (Benh Zeitlin, 2012; 93 minutes)

Producer: Micheal Gottwold, Dan Janvey
Writers: Lucy Alibar and Benh Zeitlin
Editors: Crockett Doob, Affonso Gonçalves
Production Design: Alex DiGerlando
Cinematography: Ben Richardson
Music: Dan Romer and Benh Zeitlin

Abstract (adapted from box cover and IMDB.com):

Hushpuppy, a tenacious six-year-old girl, lives with her father, Wink, in the Bathtub, an isolated southern Delta community at the edge of the world. Wink's tough love prepares her for the unraveling of the universe—for a time when he's no longer there to protect her. When Wink contracts a mysterious illness, nature flies out of whack, temperatures rise, and the ice caps melt, unleashing an army of prehistoric creatures called aurochs. With the waters rising, the aurochs coming, and Wink's health fading, Hushpuppy goes in search of her lost mother. 

Cast:

Hushpuppy (Quvenzhané Wallis)

Wink (Dwight Henry) 

Jean Battiste (Levy Easterly)


Walrus (Lowell Landes) 


Little Jo (Pamela Harper)

Miss Bathsheba (Gina Montana)

LZA (Amber Henry)


Joy Strong (Jonshel Alexander)

Boy with Bell (Nicholas Clark)

Winston (Joseph Brown) 

Peter T (Henry D. Coleman)

T-Lou (Kaliana Brower)


Dr. Maloney (Philip Lawrence)


Questions for Discussion:

1.  How does Zeitlin use a Black Film Aesthetic in Beasts of the Southern Wild? How does it compare to the films of Micheaux, Blaxploitation, LA Rebellion films, and New Urban Realist films?
2.  How is the Black family represented in Beasts of the Southern Wild? Find examples from the film to support your points.
3.  How does the contemporary Louisiana setting function in Beasts of the Southern Wild? How does it compare to Eve’s Bayou? Find examples from the films to support your observations.
4.  How do race, gender, sexuality, and class intersect in Beasts of the Southern Wild? Find examples from the film to support your observations.
5.  Why is Beasts of the Southern Wild historically significant?
